The Bat
by Edward Riggs

no'ka tétseha éhmoheeohtséhoono hovahne
Once long ago they met, animals.
Once long ago the animals met.

naa mato hapo'e méhmoheeohtséhevohe vé'késeho tséohkéhetaa'eame'havose
And also likewise they met, birds those who fly.
And also likewise birds, those who fly, met.

naa moséskanetsénoondhe moésésto'sevéseéetse'ohtséhehe
And bat was also going to go to
And a bat was also going to go to

tséhmoheeohtséstovetse
where there was a meeting.
the meeting.

éstatséhe'ohtséhoo'o hovahne tséhmdheeohtsetsése
He went to animals where they were meeting.
He went to where the animals were meeting.

hovahne éstséhetaesesto nésdahovahévéhe névé'késéheve
Animals told him, "You are not an animal. You are a bird.
The animals told him, "You are not an animal. You are a bird.

tatséhe'ohtséstse vé'késeho tséhmoheeohtsévose
Go over to birds where they are meeting!"
Go to where the birds are meeting!"

éxhestohehoo'o moséskanetsénoondhe
*he was told, bat.
the bat was told.

naa épéhéva'e  éxhetéhoono
And, "That's good," he told them.
"Well, that's good," he told them.

. nahtaévatséhe'ohtse vé'késeho tséhmoheeohtsévose  éxhéhoo'o
"I'll go to birds where they are meeting," he said,
"I'll go to where the birds are meeting," said

moséskanetsénoonahe
bat.
the bat.
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éstatséhe'ohtséhoo’'o moséskanetsénoonahe tséhmoheeohtsetsése
*He went to, bat, where they were meeting,
The bat went to where the birds were meeting.

vé'késeho
birds.
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naa hanahaohe tséstaho'eohtsése énéxhdsepéohehoo'o
And over there when he arrived he was again rejected.
And when he arrived there he was rejected again.

tatséhe'ohtséstse hovahne tséhmdheeohtsévose
"Go over to animals where they are meeting!
"Go to where the animals are meeting!

nésaavé'késéhévéhe néhovaheve éxhestohehoo'o
You are not abird. You are an animal,” he was told.
You are not a bird. You are an animal," he was told.

éhne'evaaseohtséhoo'o
He came away.
He left.

naa name'tatonésévémase
And "What should I do?
"Well, what in the world should I do?

tosa'e naho'xéstahémase éxheSetanohoo'o
Where do [ belong?” he thought.
Where do [ belong?" he wondered.

ta'sé=hotahtse nahovaheve
"I thought I was an animal,
"I thought I was an animal,

naa vé'késo nahetane
and 'bird" [am called.
but I am called a bird.

naa tséhesésaavé'késéhévéhéto
And since I am not a bird,

But since I am not a bird,

tésa'e naho'xéstahémase
where do I belong?
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where in the world do I belong?

nasaaxaehéne'enohe
[ just do not know."
[ just don't know."

tsé'tohe hohta'aheo'o éhesenéhetdsése
This story thusly lies (is told that way).
That's how this story is told.

tosa'e ésdaho'xéseotséheséstse moséskanetsénoonahe
Someplace he does not belong, bat.
The bat doesn't belong anywhere.

mo'ohkéhéseéveahtoeSenahéehe éseeva

That must be why he hidesin  daytime.

That must be why he hides in the daytime.

tosa'e heva ma'taa'e heva véhpotséva éohkeahtoeSenaséstse
Someplace maybe in forest or  leaves he is said to hide.
Someplace, maybe in the forest or in leaves, he is said to hide.

tosa'e moho'néhkeéeameéhnéstse tahta
Someplace he doesn't go around in ~ open.
He doesn't go around anywhere in the open.

naa hena'haanehe énéhe'éstosése
And that's all. [t is thusly told.
And that's how the story is told.
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... the bat was told.
The bat went to where the birds were meeting.
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