The Snakebite
by Edward Riggs

totseha hakd'e tséSka'éskdnéhévétse nd'éveévo'sééme toxeo'hé'e
Long ago, far past, when we were children we were playing by river.

na'ohkeéetoo'haméeme
We would swim.

néhe'se hd'otéva ndhne'évaaséme
Then suddenly we left.

nahtae'ohtséme hoéhose
We went up hill.

néhédhe na'éveévo'sééme
There  we played.

tséohné'ameohtsése hetane
He was approaching, a man.

hatahadhe néstséhe'ohtse
"Over there, come!

néxhémeva ho'enéhkono
Come eat tubers!

nama'xemé'oma'asoo'o éxhevoo'o
| plowed up a lot," he said.

naa naxhestomeévo'sééme
But we were too busy playing.

nasaa'éedahtovohéne
We didn't listen to him.

néhe'se hd'otdéva na'éstse  tséohtséheese he nétahémevoneo'o
Then suddenly one (of us) said "Hey! Let's go to eat

ho'endhkonésono tséoxheese
the little tubers!" he said.

naa ndheta naxhéme
And "Let's go!" we said.
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tséohtaovdeaseta'xése ma'eve'ése
He took off first, Redbird.

néhe tséohnéxhésevaenose he'ahtsenéva ma'evoténeva
This one grabbed her by the hand, Redplume.

tséohtaaséta'xevose
They ran off.

hapd'e nasemahe he'ama-nahkohe he'ahtse ndhtahesevdenomovo
Likewise my younger brother. Up-bear, his hand | grabbed his (hand).

nahtaaseta'xéme
We took off.

nahtaameéhd'e'ovéoneo'o nendve'se
We followed them a little ways behind.

tséstanéSendamo'ahéotsétse tséohtahétohtano hova'ehe
While we were runnng he ran over something.

tséoxxaehod'heaxaxévaotse
(We) overheard it rattle.

tséohtséneohevose ma'evoto naa ma'eve'ése
They stopped running, Redplume and Redbird.

tséohtanéhotsetdo'évose ho'éva
They looked down to the ground.

nahtamoného'o'ahéotséme
We soon arrived.

hotahtse ma'xésé'senovotse tséoxxamaetséseé'eka'a'edd'ése
Behold, (it was) a big snake. It was holding up its head.

votse naxhohatséme
Unknowlingly, we laughed.

nasaahéne'enovohéneo'o tséohkéhesena'senévose
We did not know that they bite.
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nahtahdseaséme
We went on again.

hanahadhe hetane tséstsetdma'xovase nahtaho'éhnéme
There the man where he was plowing we arrived.
na'éemévoneo'o ho'endhkonésono

We ate the little tubers.

nahohaednéseohtse tséoxheese ma'eve'ése
"I'm in great pain," said Redbird.

nétaévaé'éhnema hoéhose tséoxheese
"Let's go back up the hill!" he said.

nahne'évaé'éhnéme

We went back up.

néhédhe naxhdséhohde'éseévo'sééme
There we again played a lot.

néhe'se méxhohdamatohéhe hestse'ko
Then it must have really hurt him, his leg.

éhoaednésedhtse nahtse'ko tséoxheese
"It hurts really bad, my leg," he said.

nahtaanoheohtséme tséhvéestove
We went down to the camp.

toxeha o'hé'e éhvéeo'o
Along river they were camping.

nahadhe tséstaho'éhnétse naxo'tsenéhetdneo'o néhe tsévéese
There when we arrived we tried (failed) to tell those who were camped.

éahanomaa'e $é'senovoto naxho'tsenéheténeo'o
"It bit him, asnake,"  we tried to tell them.

nassaa'amahtéehéneo'o
They did not listen to us.

nahnetséstoeneo'o ta'e tséxhéne'enomeévose tséhesedha'otse hestse'ko
They doubted us until they found out that it was swollen, his leg.
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nahmodnendtseamahtdeneo'o
They finally believed (listened to) us.

éxhohdetandotseo'o
They got really scared.

tosa'e étaeeahanomaa'e naxhetaa'e
"Where did it bite him?" they said to me.

nahtaévatse'ohtséhoo'o néhédhe $é'senovotse tséahand'sénése
| took them back there (to) snake where it bit.

tséoxhovanee'ése néhe sé'Senovotse
It was gone, that snake.

mao'éSeasevonéhnéhéhe
It must have already crawled away.

kasovdaheho tséhnéhmaeho'éhnévose
Young men arrived from all around.

éhnohtse'ovovo néhe $é'senovoto
They looked for that snake.

néhe'se tséoxhosého'tdhoevose tohé'késaévé'hd'e
Then they arrived, cowboys.

éhmohonanovo
They looked for it everywhere.

tosa'e éssdamé'ovohevo
They didn't find it anywhere.

vota'mahove'se néhe tohé'késaévé'hd'e éstamé'ovovo néhe SéSenovoto
Finally those cowboys found that snake.

hotahtse éxhohaa'éstoneehe ma'xésé'senovotse
Behold, it was really long, a big snake.

é'ahanohnovo néhe sé'Senovoto
They killed  that snake.

néhe'se nahne'évaase
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Then | came back.

nahtaévaho'éhdtoo'o
| went back to them.

éssaa'évaévo'sdetanohe tse'tohe ka'éskdne ma'eve'ése
He did not want to play, this child, Redbird.

moxhohdednéseohtséhehe
He must have been in great pain.

heséeo'otse éxho'tsetséhetanomdvdonovo
Medicine they tried to apply.

éssaaho'to'eotséhe
It did not help.

héne taa'éva tséhvdoneohtsetse éxhovanee'e
That night  when it was dawning he died.

naa neéhe'se nd'ohkéhohae'o'hdevamaeneo'o néhe'xdévéva
And then they would really warn us at that time.

tésa'e na'ohkésda'évandhpaho'ohtséhéme
Nowhere could we go.

hena'hdanéhe tséhetaa'dhta'hanéto
That's all that | have to tell.

Text Information

Original Transcriber: Olson
Location: Oklahoma

Date: c. 1965



