My Testimony1
by Elizabeth Risingsun

Click here to listen to Mrs. Risingsun's testimony

When | was 14 years old na'e'éestaahe tséhédhe Mr. Habegger
When I was 14 years old I was baptized, here’ Mr. Habegger

na'e'destaahe. Naa héa'e naésee'destaahe nd'ohkéhesétano hotahtse

baptized me. And maybe I used to think, "I am already baptized,"
moxho'ndxaepéhévenéé'tdmo.

but I had not fully attained good standing.

Modxho'ndhene'endmo Christian life very good naa néhe'se ta'e
I did not know the Christian life very well, and then until

tséstaho'eohé'tdmo tsésaapéhéva'éhane.
when I came to something that was not good.

! This testimony was recorded June 29, 1981, by Elena Leman in Mrs. Risingsun's home in Busby, Montana. Also
present during the recording were the narrator's husband, Oliver, to whom she refers in her testimony, in the
Cheyenne way, as "tse'tohe", meaning "this one," and a close friend Mrs. Gladys Old Mouse. Mrs. Risingsun was
born in 1907 and died in 1985, a few weeks after the death of her husband. Mr. And Mrs. Risingsun were
longtime members of the White River Cheyenne Mennonite Church of Busby.

Sheiis referring to here in Busby.
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Tséhee'hahétse tsésso'tsehe'kéhaese 13 years old
Our son, when he was still young, 13 years old,

éstaévema'xeaséhotoanavomohtahéotse. Naa Ma'heo'o nahvdo'séhaene. No'ka
became critically ill. But God showed us. One

éseeva tséhma'xeahanaetase he was swollen,
day when he (Orelup) was very big, he was swollen,

éhma'xedha'o.
he was really swollen (from dropsy) .

Naa hd'6téva no'ka éSeeva ta'tohe
And then one day that one (Oliver)

é'évahdseméotséhetandho,
took care of him again in the morning,

éssd'néhesta. Naa 6tahe ndssaahéne'enovdohéne
he (Orelup) was still like that. But now we did not know

tsétaheSeévapéhéveotsése. Ta'tohe éstaaséta'xe,
how he had gotten better. That one (Oliver) left,

ka'éskoneho éstaohkend'otséhdho. Naa é'évaho'eohe
he would transport (school) children. And he came back

tsé'énésétovoesenatsése heéa'e four o'clock. Tsé'tohe
in the afternoon about 4 o'clock. This one (Orelup),

mostaéséhova'ahanéheotséhanéhe, nassaahéne'endhéndne tsétaheséhova'ahanéheotse.
it had all disappeared. We did not know how it had disappeared.

naa nahto'tséséhoo'e. Naa ta'tohe é'évaho'eohe.
But I was right there. And that one (Oliver) came back.

tséstaévaésta'xése, "Ného'e," mohnéxhetaehevodhe.
When he came back in, "Dad," he called to him.

Modstaxaehdovéhohaatandotséhéhe, "Heéa'e
He must have panicked, "Maybe

éto'sétonéstdotse," mostahesetandotséhéhe.
something is going to go wrong (with him)," he must have thought.



Mostaésta'xehéhe tsésiéésese. E'énovo'a’hamahtsesestse hestoomo
He went in where he was lying. He (Orelup) threw off his blanket,

hénohoomaxéstoto mdsta'énovo'a‘hamahtséhéhe. Hotahtse éstatséseahko'evaenahtseséstse!
his blanket covers, he threw them off. Here, he rolled over!

Tséstavé'hddmose éxxaehova'ahanéheneho hé'téhe tséhméhae'6hd'ose
When (Oliver) looked at him where there used to be swelling,

éxxaehova'ahanéheneho!
it was all gone!

Néhe'se éxheto- éhnésto'évoneohéhoo'o. Méhneésto'évoneohéhéhe. Néhe'se
Then he sat up! He sat up. Then

éstséheseéstse, "Naa nahko'éehe?" éxheséstse, moxhehéhe.
he said, "Where's mother?" he said, he must have said.

Andse nahtanéévo. "Nahtséehototse néxhémetséstse nahtone'éonotse.
Outside I was standing. "My things, bring them to me, my clothes.

Nato'see'sésane. Natao'seévéhdéhne," éxheséstse,
I'm gonna dress. I'm gonna go outside," he said,

moxhehéhe
he must have said.

Nahtaévaésta'xévo. "Nahtone'donotse néstséhetanohtse! Nato'see'sésane."
I came back in. "Bring me my clothes! I'm gonna dress."

Tséoxaetsésketase. Nassdahéne'endhéndne hé'tdhe
He looked small (shrunken) (and) we didn't know

tsétaheséhova'ahanéheotse. Ma'heo'o mostaaséta'o'tsehéhe. Ma'heo'o
how this thing had disappeared. God took it away.

nahnéhesevooséhaene néhnésétse. Nato'tsésevé'hdohtandne
God showed it to us in that way, both of us. We right there saw

Ma'heo'o tséohkéhesevéstahémosénése tséohkéheseévaéno'eestomanése.
how God helps, how he heals.

Nahnéhnéheséhéne'endanodne tsésto'tsehesevé'hoome hova'éhe
That's how we found out you see right there



tséhvéstahémosénése Ma'heo'o.
how God helps.

Naa t6'néhé'se nanéhmaone-ta'sé-héne'endotsé'ta, ndnéhmane-ta'se-méseeotse ta'se
And since then I have known it, like I came to,

nahvavahkeoesta'hamaehéhe Ma'heo'o tséhméhae'ésee'destaahéto,
like God shook me up from when I had already been baptized,

tséssdapéhévéhéne'endhéto. Naa néhe'se
from when I did not understand well. And from then

nanéhmdnepéhévéhéne'endotsé'ta nanéhmaonepéhévevdodhta
I have really come to know it, I have really seen it well

tséhesenéehodvése Ma'heo'o, oha tséheseno'kenéehovése tséohkeéno'eéstomanése.
that God is the one, that he is the only one who can heal.

Naa na'éstse mato tsé'tdhe Louise tahéno éstahoo'e Tacoma,
And another (thing) also, this Louise was at Tacoma,

Washington, hospital hdnahaéhe mato méstséhetaxéhéhe.
Washington, at the hospital where she had surgery over there.

Naxohtoohkého'eonéeoesemaéne naa
She tried to send for us (told us to come) but

tsé'tohe hetanéka'éskéne. Mdstséhetaxéhéhe nahadhe
(because of) this boy (we couldn't go). She had surgery there,

oha mamahta Ma'heo'o ndhtaohkéhdse-ta'se-nd'hovdoohé'tovéne. Naa
all we could do was run to (God). And likewise

hapd'e tséhnéehovése étaoméhéne'éna. Mato é'évapéhévahe.
(Louise) herself knows (about God). She got better also.

Tsé'éSeénetséhe'oesta'xése éssdahaa'xoveotséhanéhetse
Right after she had surgery it wasn't very long after that,

a'e éxho'éhdo'oohe. Hend'hanetséhe Ma'hedneva mdé'ohkenéhetdhevdhe naa hapd'e
soon she came home. That's how she told God and likewise

nahtaohkenéhetdne. Ta'se néhe'xdvéva
how we told him (about her recovery). Like, at that time



naxhotoandvetandme nanésonéhaneo'o. Naa tsé'téhe Teddy
we had a difficult time (with) our children. And this Teddy

hoéma tahéno éxhoo'e. Nahadhe mato moxho'ndeepéhéveotséstse.
was overseas. He also wasn't doing very well over there.

naa oha mamahta nd'ohkenéhesétano. Ndhtaohkenéhéto Ma'heo'o,
And I could only think that way. I would tell it to God,

nahtaohkeomdémadéna'tévo. "Tseévaho'eohtseo'o Teddy and
I would pray weeping to him. "They will come back, Teddy

Louise, tsene'évaho'péhévomodhtaheo’o. Nae'ha tseévapéhévomodhtahe,"
and Louise, they will come back well. My son will get well,"

na'ohkéhéto Ma'heo'o, nd'dhkea'xaame.
I would tell God, I used to cry.

Naa hend'hanehe ndhnéhesevéstahémaene Ma'heo'o tsésto'tsésevé'hoohtomatse
And that was the way God helped us, that we actually saw

tsé'téhe nae'hahane tsé'évapéhéveotsése naa tsé'tdhe nese é'évaho'éhdo'ohtseo’o, tsé'téhe
how our son got better and these two came back home,

vétsédhe éstaéseévapéhévahe obxésta éstaéseévahesta.
(Orelup) just then was better, he was all right.

E'évaho'éhdo'ohtseo'o, na'évapéhévetandme, ndhpéhévetandhaene Ma'heo'o.
They came back home, we were happy again, God made us happy.

Naa héne ndohkéhe'konetoéna, naohkéhe'kéhéne'éna,
And I hold on to this, I know it,

vvvvv

that there is one God, that he is God, that he owns our life.

hova'éhe tésa'e tsénéta'e tséhesésdama'hednevéhane, natahéne'éna, naa
There is no other thing that is God, I know it, and

ndohkenéhesétano. Ma'heo'o éno'kahe, éma'hedneve.
I think that way. There is only one God, he is God.

Naa mato vo'éstane ho'neévedxoheta'éstse,
And also when a person says things to me,



ohvé'netsé'eséstse ndohkenéhesétano.
when they are lying, I always think that way.

E'éekdnomd'dne vo'éstane hapd'e
"The person is just talking (it doesn't count), likewise

momoxéhéne'enovotse Ma'hedneva, ndaohkéhesétano ta'se
I wish he knew God,"™ I think that way, like,

naohkevé'séhe'konetano ndohkeva'se-ta'sé-hotoo-héestaha
it gives me confidence, it gives me, courage,

ho'eévéhdsétonésdotse hétsetseha hamad'ohtse nasda'éepéhévomodhtahéhéme.
even when things go wrong, just like now we aren't feeling good.

Nondmé'td'e ndohkésdapéhévomodhtahéotséhéme. Naa oha mamahta
We take turns not feeling well. And all I do is just

nataohkeéenéhéto Ma'heo'o, nataohkeéevéestomévo heéno'eéstomanestotse.
tell it to God, I ask him for his healing.

Hamd'ohtse ta'tohe nexa éoseehdt- ésdapéhéveotséhe taa'éva
For example, this one (Oliver) twice he got sick at night,

hohda'ése-taa'éva. Ndohkenésenésééme.
late at night. There's just the two of us (at home).

Eohkésdapéhéveotséhe, éohkésaatonéseto'évonéhnéhe, éohketd'omeotse.
He gets sick, he can't even get up, he can't even move.

naa hovehno, hovehno nahté'tsése(?)éseto'éno no'ka taa'é[val.
I barely got him up one night.

Naa oha mamahta Ma'heo'o nataohkemé'etandotsé'tovo nataohkéhéto
And all I can do is remember God, I tell him (about it)

hotahtse étaohkeévapéhéve-, ndtaohkeévapéhéveotséme
and here, he gets better, we get better

hé'tatonéséhdtoandvomaohtahéotsétse. Hima'ohtse hétsetseha moxhétséhano
even i1f we are real sick. For instance, now just recently

tsé[h]vé'hooma'ése heséeotséve'ho'e hé'téhe nahtsesta tséssaapéhévotséhane
when the doctor examined me when heart wasn't good



nasdaxaehohaetandotséhe, ndsaaxaehéhpoheotséhe. Tséstatséhe'oohé'too'évose tahadhe
I didn't get upset, I wasn't frightened. When they took me there

"hospital" ta'se nasaaxaehova'éhevatséstdhe
to the hospital, 1like, I didn't even think anything of it, like,

ta'se nasdaténeéstaotséhe tséhesétandotséto. Hotahtse
nothing went wrong with me, that's what I thought. Here,

o6xésta nataévahesta, nataévapéhévedémotdéme nahddhe.
I got all right, I could breathe well again over there.

Naa ndne'évapéhévéhod'ohtse, névéé'ése nahadhe ndhoo'e.
And it was good that I came back home, four days I stayed there.

hena'hanehe natahdsenéheséhéne'éna éhdestoha Ma'heo'o
That is how I know again that there are many ways that God

tséhesevéstahémaéto. Hé'to=hamad'ohtse tséstavo'éstanéhévétse
has helped me, like, now when (?) we are living,

td'téhe étaho'otse'dhe'tanotse "pension, retirement"”
that one (Oliver) worked for a pension, retirement,

énéhmétaa'e Ma'hedneva, Ma'heo'o tséhesSevéstahémaétse,
God gave it to him, that's how God has helped us,

tséhe'dhtséhaétse naa tséhvé'ohtsémahtsétse ta'se
how he leads us and in our marriage like

héne étano'néheséhohtamésta étaho'otse'ohe.
he reached it (his retirement), he arrived at it working (it).

Naa ta'se tséhesSevéstahémaétse Ma'heo'o ndohkenéhesétano.
And like how God has helped us, I think about it,

Modnavéstahémaehenéhe Ma'heo'o, mdonavésedemaehenéhe,
"God must be helping us, he must be standing with us,"

naohkéhesétano. Ta'se tSéhe'se nataho'vo'éstanéhévéme,
I always think. Like, we have lived this long

naa hé'tohe natano'hdseamahéndne maheo'o nanéhno'hdsemétanéndne. "Ma'heo'o
and this we have also received it, (this) house. "God



monanéhesevéstahémaehenéhe," ndohkéhesetano.
must be helping us this way," I always think.

"Sdavé'néhesemad'totse'dhééstse sdavé'né- tdaxa'e ndmeéstdénésévémanése
"If (Oliver) had not finished working, I wonder what would we do

hétsetseha tséstaéena'hétse, tséstasaa'évatonésehotse'dhéése,"
Now at our old age, now that he can't work any more?"

naohkéhesétano.
I always think.

Héne ndohke-ta'se-vé'séhe'konene'étamenotse Ma'heo'o
That's what really makes me depend on God

héva ho'nésenétohnéhé'tdomo Ma'heo'o hesto'emanestotse. Oha mamahta
even 1if I don't live up to God's law. I Jjust keep

naohkéhdsenéheéto, "Name'tdnéséhénehnetame, nato'sésdatonésenéhnetameéhéhe.
telling him. I won't give up, I won't ever give up.
Naohkéhéto Ma'heo'o, "Toséé'e néne'étamé'tovatsemeno. Toséé'e 'héehe'e’,"
I tell God, "Truly we depend on you. Truly 'yes',6"

néhetatsemeno, tséhvé'héne'enomatse, tséhvé'voo'séhaétse Ma'heo'o
we say to you, because we know, because God has showed us

tséheseohkevovohnéheséstomanése, tséohkéheseéno'eéstomanése, tséheseno'kea'éno
how he takes care (of us), how he heals, how he alone owns

éno'eéstomanestotse ta'se ndaohtohkeée-hotoo-hova'éhe-ho'eohé'tééndne naa ta'se
the power to heal. Like sometimes something comes to us and

Ma'heo'o mdéhketé'hanohéhe mo-ta'se- ménaohke-ta'se-hotoo-dahtse'hétooma'éehenéhe,
it's like God stops it. Like he protects us from it,

natanéheséhéne'éna.
that's how I know.

Naa éhdestoha name'tahetéseamenéheve
And there are so many ways, I could keep saying

tséhesSevéstahémaétse Ma'heo'o.
how God has helped us.



Ho'haméto tsé'té=Teddy tséhnéehovése
Most of all, this Teddy himself

éhméhaehohde'asene hapd'e. Naa tséhnéehovése hapd'e étataomenéhesého'éhdhta
used to really drink also. But he himself likewise came to

tséstane'étameotsése Ma'hedneva hé'étdva. Etaasetanomoo'e héne.
depend on God at one time. (God) took that (drink) away from him.

Héne ndaohkéseevé'sepéhévetano mato. Teddy tséhméhaevésépéhévatsésto
From that I am made very happy also. Teddy used to like

héne naa tséhnoohto. Héne naohkevé'sepéhévetano.
that (drink) also and (now) he left it. That makes me happy.

"Hahoo," naohkevé'séhéto Ma'heo'o oéseeva totaa'eva.
"Thank you," I therefore say to God every day, every night.

Naohke-ta'se-oha-ne'étamenotse ta'se oha ndohkevového.
Like I just depend on him, like I just praise him.

Héva ndohtsé-hapd'e-nétohnéhe'tohéhe naohkésaanéhesétandhe.
Even though I don't live up to it I don't think that way.

Naa mato "Néxhadénahtse," ohtsévéheta'évoséstse vo'éstaneo'o,
And also, "Pray!" when people tell me (that)?,

naohkedtosétandotse, ndohkenésevetandotse.
I really try hard, I do my best.

Henad'hanéhe Ma'heo'o tséhedevéstahémaétse. Ehdestoha tséme'hese-.
That is how God has helped us. There are many ways how--.

Naa oha tséstsésenésétse tséhe'se tséstaho'vé'ohtsémahtsétse
But now the two of us have lived together this long

néhoné'eaa'e hohtahna'ndhtohe-ad'e. Ta'se Ma'heo'o mdénanéhe'otséhaehenéhe.
for 58 years. Like I guess God has brought us that way.

nahnésaa'éeno'-hoto-tonetomohtahéhéme naa hétsetseha ndéseéna'héme
We were never sick but now we are old,

*In other words, "when people tell me to pray".



nataésehaomaohtahéme.
we are sick.

Natanéhetaa'd'ane.
That's all I have to say.

"Hahoo," ndhéto Ma'heo'o tséstaéetséheSemé'éstomo hé'tdhe "my testimony".
"Thank you,"™ I tell God, that I can tell this, my testimony.



